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Dear parents, 

Welcome back to school and to Year 1 ! Mr Cordes joins the Year One teaching team. I work Monday – Thursday, Mr Cordes will teach on Friday. We are supported by Mrs Cairns, who is doing her teaching training placement year this year with me. Many of you already know her already.
Here are this term’s topics and some general information about Year 1. All our literacy, history, science and art work will be based around the creative curriculum and these key topics; The children will transition from Foundation Stage to more structured and focused learning in the mornings with some in curriculum-based topic work the afternoons. The children may feel unsettled during this time. We will do all we can to reassure them that they can manage the change.
.
Autumn1 – Ourselves Science is Our bodies and animal bodies, our senses and Seasonal Changes of Autumn and Winter. Key text Funny Bones and others in series. History topic is Toys from the Past. If you have a small photograph of your family which doesn’t need returning, for our Families topic, it will be glued into your child’s RE book. It would be appreciated as soon as possible. 
Autumn 2 – Houses and Homes – key texts are non-fiction books supporting this topic, learning about how people lived in the past. 
Maths;  [image: image2.wmf]Here are the term’s objectives for developing mathematical understanding. 

Number and place value to 20, sorting, ordering, adding one more or one less to 10, finding all the bonds of numbers between 0 and 9. Addition and subtraction to 10 using bonds. Solve problems involving addition and subtraction using objects, pictorial representations and missing numbers.  Name and use properties of 2D and 3D shape.
Phonics: Sacred Heart will be starting a new Phonics programme called Little Wandle Letters and Sounds. Their website has plenty of resources to help you support your child to learn phonics. Phonics is a key way in which we teach children to sound out and blend to read and segment to spell a word. A phoneme is a unit of sound made by one, two or three or more letters e.g. the letter a  (1 letter) makes the a sound, ai (2 letters)  making ay sound, air (3 letters) making air sound as in fair.

Reading:
Please encourage your child to read at least 5 minutes reading each evening, using sounding out and blending techniques taught in phonics. Discuss the story, characters, setting etc for a further 5 minutes.  This deepens their comprehension skills. 

Reading Record Book - Each child will be given a reading record booklet in which reading progress can be recorded. Parents, grand parents and family (and children) should fill in this record after a reading session, commenting on the reading, the story or just simply recording the page number where reading will carry on from or that the book is finished and needs changing. 
Changing books - Children will have their books changed every week on Tuesday. Please return books on a Monday ready for changing.
Please encourage re-reading allocated books during the week, as many children benefit from discussing stories as it clarifies understanding of the text. Reading books are required in class daily, in a school reading folder so they are available for reading sessions. The children have a structured Little Wandle  guided reading session 3 times per week day but from time to time, we have to swap the day so it is important the reading folder is in school every day.
Library
We have a class library. The children will be given the opportunity to read independently every day in our library. Any donations of good quality used comics for the library would be gratefully received. 
P.E: 
Our P.E. lessons are on a Wednesday and Friday this term.  No jewellery to be worn. If your child wears earrings, please remove them before school as they present a safety risk if the earlobe is accidently hit. 
R.E:
Our RE topics are Families, Belonging and Waiting. We will also learn about a World Faith, Judaism. 
Homework: 
Phonics -I will set Phonics homework based on Little Wandle  phonics teaching and book bands support their phonics ability. 
Maths - I will set regular maths homework on Mathletics.  Logins will be sent home stapled to your child’s reading diary. Please encourage your child to count and record numbers to at least 20 in digits and words forwards and backwards this term. This will support and encourage their development of a love of number which is an essential life skill.

If you wish to send a message to myself or Mr Cordes, please use Class Dojo. I will try to respond promptly to messages but I normally cannot read them during the teaching day as I’m teaching the children.   We look forward to a lovely term.

Kind Regards,         
Mrs J. Lucas
Key information;


Start times. You can drop off from 8.35am. Year One teaching day starts at 8.45am - main school gate. Please arrive punctually. Once teaching staff have returned to class with the children, it won’t be possible to greet latecomers at the gate. These children will have to wait for entrance at the main gate and will have to sign in. 





Finish times. 3.25pm collect children from at Year One gate next to the foundation playground.





PE days; Wednesday and Friday. Please send your child to school in their outdoor PE kit of white tee shirt, leggings or joggers and a navy/dark coloured sweatshirt/hooded top with PE trainers or plimsoles. Your child will remain in their kit all day.





Suitable outdoor coat and shoes for all weathers, especially rain! Please bring school bags and have reading diaries and books inside (once reading diaries and books have been distributed in class this week).








